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OUR MISSION
ISU inspires all members of our community to work 
together to achieve their unique potentials, acting 
purposefully and sustainably in Mongolia and 
beyond.

ТУЛГЫН 3 ЧУЛУУ - 3 CORNERSTONES
Community in Heart; 
Learning in Mind; 
Fulfilment in Life 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AT ISU
• to understand  • to respect  • to conserve

Global citizens understand and respect the diver-
sity of human thought and experience, they take 
responsibility for the shared and sustainable stew-
ardship of our natural world, they connect others 
and they connect with others, and they initiate and 
support actions which promote the well-being of 
humanity today and tomorrow.
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Thank you for your interest in our small and very dynamic 
international school on the Mongolian steppes.

This brochure seeks to offer you a small glimpse of the Inter-
national School of Ulaanbaatar—a school which has proudly 
offered an excellent, international education to our foreign 
and local families for 30 years.

Please visit our school website at www.isumongolia.edu.mn 
to get more insight into ISU’s community and its programmes.

If you are interested in professional teaching opportunities 
with us, please take a look at “Working at ISU” on our web-
site.  There you will find a list of current vacancies.  Please 
note that we tend to prefer applicants who have registered 
with Search Associates, making use of other services only if 
vacancies remain.  However, you can always send an email to 
employment@isumongolia.edu.mn to notify us of your inter-
est.

Whether or not ISU is the right school for you at this time, 
I wish you the very best in your search for an school and a 
community that fits your personal and professional needs.

http://www.isumongolia.edu.mn 
mailto:employment%40isumongolia.edu.mn?subject=


OUR SCHOOL

The International School of Ulaanbaatar (ISU) is a private, non-profit, secular, 
co-educational international school that opened in September 1992 to meet the 
educational needs of the growing international community in Ulaanbaatar, Mon-
golia’s capital city in the land of Chinggis Khaan.

OUR LOCATION

ISU is located on the southern fringes of Ulaanbaatar (UB) within walking distance 
of the nearby Bogd-Khaan mountains and close to the apartment complexes where 
most of our teachers reside. A short drive out of UB brings one into the wide ex-
panse of steppes and mountains where horse and camel are the more natural 
means of transportation.

Mongolia is a developing country with one of the lowest population densities in 
the world. There is a frontier-like feeling permeating the country. Nevertheless, 
Ulaanbaatar is a large and modern city of about 1.3 million inhabitants - almost one 
half of the country’s population. There are many modern apartments with leasing 
costs within the ISU housing allowance. Most food, household and clothing items 
that one would seek are to be found here. There are cinemas, coffee houses and a 
variety of good restaurants. 

Ulaanbaatar is an isolated city. Flight schedules in and out of UB are not the most 
convenient, though there are a growing number of airlines serving UB with direct 
flights to major Asian cities and even a few European cities. With a new airport 
opening soon, we expect more and more options to the air traveler.

It is cold in the winter. The air north of the school becomes quite polluted as dusty 
smoke from the coal-burning stoves heating the thousands of gers in the northern 
side of UB descends over that district. The school and apartments escape the worst 
of this pollution. A brilliant blue sky dominates during most of the year.



INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF ULAANBAATAR

OUR FACILITIES

ISU is housed in a beautiful, puprose-built campus. A professional quality artifi-
cial turf football pitch complements our outdoor artificial turf basketball courts, 
running track and sports fields. We have two gymnasia, the larger one with an 
extraordinary indoor climbing wall, a fully-equipped fitness centre, a 25m 6 lane 
competition swimming pool, a black box theatre, performing arts centre, science 
labs, greenhouse, design tech labs, and visual arts studios. 

OUR COMMUNITY

The International School of Ulaanbaatar is a thriving, and a slowly growing school 
community. We currently have 250 students from Pre-School to Grade 12. Mon-
golian students make up 35% of our students body. Students from 28 different 
nations across the world - mostly from diplomatic, NGO and mining families, make 
up the remainder. 

We are proud of our diversity and our internationally-minded community. We are 
proud of our service - learning ethos. We are proud of our focus on education out-
side of the classroom. Our school and community work together to provide and 
engaging, experiential learning environment for every child.

OUR GOVERNANCE

A 11 member Board of Trustees is elected by our parents. They work with the Direc-
tor to set the broad policies guiding our school and managing its finances. Strong, 
positive communications between the school and the Board are priority. 



OUR STAFF

ISU has a dynamic mix of teachers of all ages and many nationalities. They have come 
to ISU from North America, Europe, Africa, Asia-Pacific and, of course, Mongolia it-
self.

Our teachers embrace the philosophy of the International Baccalaureate  - its in-
quiry approach to teaching and learning, its criterion-referenced assessment, and 
its emphasis on the whole child. 

Our teachers embrace community service and outdoor education. They are ad-
venturous and want to extend the classroom learning to authentic contexts inside 
and outside the school. 

Our teachers work well with their colleagues in teamwork planning and curric-
ulum development. Our professional learning community is the foundation to 
constant student learning. Our teachers are motivated to never stop learning for 
themselves. 

OUR PROGRAMME

ISU is the only school in Mongolia fully accredited by the Council of International 
Schools (CIS) and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) 
and fully authorized by the International Baccalaureate (IB) to offer the PYP, MYP 
and DP.

ISU is one of the founding members of the Association of China and Mongolia 
International Schools (ACAMIS). Through ACAMIS, our athletes compete against 
their counterparts from other schools across China and Mongolia. They also play 
against teams from other local and international schools here in Ulaanbaatar. 

Through our rich and varied co-curricular programme, we provide opportunity for 
our students to engage in a variety of after school activities, many focused on our 
host country’s culture. 

Relationships, rigour, relevance and reflective thought are the firmament of our 
learning environment. 
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Working at the International School of Ulaanbaatar has been a 
life-changing experience for me. First and foremost, it is import-
ant that you can find challenges, opportunities, and growth in the 
workplace. The International School of Ulaanbaatar (ISU) is a place 
where you can create, mold, change and grow a program. Design-
ing, testing, failing and trying again are an essential part of the 
school culture. 

As the Director of Athletics, I was given all the support and free-
dom to create a holistic athletics program that suits the needs of all 
the students. ISU is an ideal place to build your resume, to create 
experiences and to grow as an educator and person. The country 
became my home. The people are real, the climate rough and the 
scenery extraordinary. Living in Mongolia, and working at the Inter-
national School of Ulaanbaatar enriches your life in so many ways. 

We travel to China, Hong Kong, and Macau for International sports 
tournaments. It gives me goosebumps every time I realize that we 
not only represent the International School of Ulaanbaatar but 
more important the whole country of Mongolia.

Jeffrey Koops
Athletic & Aquatics 

Director



Jeanne Péloquin
PYP Coordinator

This is my first year working at ISU, and I am so delighted to be 
here! I have wanted to work in Mongolia since I came here on a 
holiday about 20 years ago. As a summer tourist, I had enjoyed a 
7-day desert expedition, staying with local families in their ger at 
night. I also experienced a bit of the city life, and the trip left me 
wanting more.

Working at ISU is all that I hoped it would be. Our students are 
warm and curious, making each work day a pleasure. There is also a 
culture of professional learning, reflection and growth at ISU. I am 
proud to undertake a personal learning journey accompanied by 
school staff and students.  

The school’s facilities and resources are excellent. The building it-
self and grounds are spacious, and an imaginative use of spaces 
create diverse learning environments while being aesthetically 
appealing.

I am very pleased to be living within walking distance of the school. My apartment is lovely and 
comfortable; I look forward to being able to invite guests to come stay with me. My local neigh-
borhood has all of the goods and services I need, and I feel happy and safe exploring the streets 
and shops. 

The pandemic has limited my ability to indulge in personal hobbies and eating out, but I am sure 
that I will eventually find opportunities to pursue my passions and delve into the local culture. 
I can already see several exciting avenues to explore when the time will be right for me. Ulaan-
baatar offers possibilities to suit varied interests and has diverse dining options.

For those who enjoy outdoor activities, Mongolia certainly has a lot to offer. Cycling, hiking 
and horseback riding are popular activities when the season permits; the countryside is easily 
accessible. Winter might be challenging for those who have never experienced true cold, but 
dressing appropriately allows for the enjoyment of sunny days under a very blue sky despite the 
low temperatures.

Living in Mongolia is exciting and rewarding. I welcome everyone to consider this unique op-
portunity!
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My tryst with Mongolia resonates with the following quote- 
“There’s nowhere you can be that isn’t where you’re meant to 
be...”- John Lennon

I have just entered into my third year at ISU and it has been an ex-
citing and adventurous few years despite the pandemic. This place 
challenges you to deep dive into doing things that you have never 
done before. 

There are numerous opportunities to explore nature and work 
with local communities giving a sense of fulfillment to any educa-
tor. I have already been on a trip to the reindeer tribe on horse-
back, quite unimaginable for a person who has never ridden a 
horse before! 

Anuja Ahuja
MYP Science/
DP Chemistry

Integrating with the local Mongolian community has provided invaluable insights into the peo-
ple, their culture, ethos and of course memories and friends for a lifetime. Working with teach-
ers in local schools, working in the Ger farms, learning pottery and photography have kept me 
well occupied despite not having my family around due to pandemic restrictions.

A supportive school community provides the bulwark for taking on these challenges and ex-
panding horizons. ISU is a small community and it is easy to make friends who look out for each 
other. Respect and acknowledgement for each other amongst students, teachers and adminis-
tration are some of the guiding values which makes it easy to work here. 

It has been a fulfilling two years which have given me the opportunity and freedom to grow not 
only as an educator but as a person too.



I have just entered my fourth year at ISU and am very pleased that 
my family and I made the choice to relocate to Ulaanbaatar to work 
(and study) at ISU.

I am a Science teacher and ISU provides some of the best spaces 
that I have ever worked in as an educator. In the department, we 
are very well resourced with learning materials and furniture that 
easily enable practical and collaborative learning opportunities in 
a range of different situations. The growth in student numbers at 
ISU has been mirrored by the increased procurement of resources 
to meet their needs in all curriculum areas.

The students at ISU are amongst the most well behaved and mo-
tivated that I have ever worked with. Student-student and teach-
er-student relationships are excellent and really facilitate the real 
business of students’ learning. In addition, school-home relation-
ships are very supportive and this is always reflected by the high 
level of attendance at three-way, student- and listening- confer-
ences. 

The professional growth provision at ISU, through self-lead inquiry 
to reach professional growth goals, has enabled me to identify my 
own areas of pedagogical interest that I wish to develop. In addi-
tion, I have really enjoyed the opportunities that I have been giv-
en to continue my own learning through collaborating with peers, 
both formally and informally. Through these processes and the 
support of the school leadership, I will leave ISU a better educator 
than when I joined.

Neil Hayes
MYP Science/

DP Biology
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Mark Noonan
MYP/DP Mathematics  

I am now in my 3rd year at ISU teaching mathematics in the second-
ary school. When I told my family and friends I was moving to Asia 
for my next school, Mongolia was not the first country that came 
to their minds. However, ISU and Mongolia are hidden gems that I 
am very happy I found. The school is small in numbers and despite 
the inability the past few years to hold major school events or gath-
erings, there is still a community and family atmosphere within the 
school. The staff community looks after each other and socialize 
well together, and during these past two years we have been very 
supportive of each other. I do not have enough space to say how 
terrific are our Mongolian colleagues. They are all very kind and 
will go out of their way to help and are truly wonderful people. 

Professionally, ISU supports and encourages staff to grow and de-
velop as educators. A professional growth model was introduced 
two years ago replacing the traditional, observation/evaluation 
model of staff appraisal.  I feel like the leadership view me as a pro-
fessional and have respect and confidence in the staff as a whole. 

The students at the school are genuinely nice and respectful.  There are still challenges, like in 
all international schools, with students coming from various backgrounds, education systems, 
and levels of English. But as a small school, you can develop relationships with your students 
and learn about them and learn from them. During the past 2 years with all the issues related to 
Covid, I have felt that the parents and board members have been supportive of the teachers and 
appreciate what we do. This is the type of school ISU is. 

Mongolia is the land of “the eternal blue sky” even when the air pollution seems bad (and it 
has not been that bad the past few years) you can always see blue sky. Mongolia is an amazing 
country and UB is its own separate world. UB is growing and developing at a phenomenal rate; 
with this comes many conveniences, but some headaches—the traffic. You may not always find 
the things that you want, but I am often surprised at what I can find; it just may take some extra 
looking. During the past two years a lot of the entertainment and arts have been closed, but 
hopefully those will reopen in the near future and thus more to do. Travelling within the country 
is obviously a big draw to living in Mongolia. I have been fortunate to have visited the reindeer 
herders in the north, driven on a frozen Lake Khövsgöl, and rode horseback to the most western 
point of Mongolia; and there is still so much more to see and do. If you are reading this, then you 
must be interested in ISU and Mongolia and have a bit of an adventurer within you. If you are 
seeking a school that offers a small- community feel, a professional growth mindset, and some 
adventure on the weekend, then look no further.



Jocelyne Perut
MYP/ DP Language 

Acquisition 
French

The school provides a wide range of PDs and training courses to improve your professional 
skills online or on campus. I was new to the IB curriculum when I came here 3 years ago though 
I taught for 14 years in England, Ireland, Scotland, Singapore and Qatar. Before Covid-19 hit, I 
went to Singapore to attend a DP French B course. 

As part of my role as a Global Citizenship Coordinator, I led twice our International Week events 
that were very successful among the community. It was an opportunity to raise awareness and 
promote our Identity and Diversity. Students get to know different cultures, countries so they 
can truly embrace the learner profile attribute of being “Open-Minded” and the concept of 
global mindedness.

I am a grade 10A Advisory teacher who is in charge of the wellbeing of a small group of students. 
Our pastoral motto is “Hearts and Minds”. I meet my students every day for 30 minutes to catch 
up with them; their academics, to meet their mental and social needs. 

Bonjour,

I am Jocelyne Pérut, French Teacher at ISU since 2019. It has been 
three years since I started my journey in Mongolia and I am proud 
of belonging to the ISU Community.

Here, I met a fantastic group of teachers and students. The facilities 
and resources are great. I am happy to use the fitness room and 
swimming pool to relax at the end of the day before going home!
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At ISU, I run with a colleague, Ms Ahuja (Science Teacher) the Cooking CCA in Secondary. Stu-
dents prepared a variety of dishes such as pancakes for breakfast, curry for lunch, sandwiches 
and dips for snacks, desserts and drinks. The cooking facilities are fantastic at ISU. We are well 
supported by Mr J. Koops, the Head of Athletics and the CCA Programme.

If you decide to come to Mongolia and ISU, you will make the right choice. The school is one of 
the best I have taught.

The climate can be rough in Mongolia, but the community here is welcoming and supportive.
I met amazing people at ISU. I am planning to stay in this school for a few more years.



David Panford
MYP Science

I moved to Mongolia in August of 2017. Prior to that, I knew very lit-
tle about this place. In the ensuing days of my first interview, I read 
almost everything I could find online and spoke to as many people 
as were willing to provide some answers to a clueless gentleman 
about to move half-way across the globe. Being African, one of the 
things I was most interested  in was my safety and whether there 
were any race related issues to be concerned about. Looking back 
now, I am very confident that those are no issues to be concerned 
about. 

In my two years in Ulaanbaatar, I have enjoyed varied cultural expe-
riences and have had the opportunity to try out many new things. 
I milked my first cow at the countryside, enjoyed several horse rid-
ing trips, ate horse meat and survived temperatures below zero de-
grees(a huge deal for someone born and raised in a tropical coun-
try). Although I have had Nomadic families amazed by the sight of 
an African in Mongolia, they have always been very friendly and 
welcoming. 

My first impressions, and a lasting one at that, of ISU is that it is one 
big family of very friendly people who are always willing and ready 
to lend a helping hand. From helping with translations, to inviting 
me home during festivities, many of the Mongolian staff go out of 
their way to support Ex-pats and help them settle-in as much as 
they can. All in all, I am very glad I moved to Mongolia and I have 
indeed enjoyed and continue to enjoy every bit of the experience. 
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The hot desert was my last teaching post, and I am from Montana in 
the USA, which is very similar in geography and weather to Ulaanbaatar. 
What these two extremes have in common is how we behave. No matter   

    if it is scorching hot or freezing cold, we leave the temperature-con-
trolled living areas to get into a temperature-controlled vehicle to arrive at a temperature-con-
trolled building. From these temperature extremes, I gained a greater appreciation for the more 
moderate temperatures. A sunny, clear day in Ulaanbaatar is a wondrous experience, even more 
appreciated when the Winter pollution is pushed away by the breeze. Because of these con-
trasts, I feel so alive here!

At ISU, since we are inside on many Winter days, we have worked to enhance our learning spaces 
and gathering areas. We have wide hallways, floor to ceiling windows, and the largest skylights 
I have seen. Creative furniture, area carpets, large cushions, bean bag chairs, games,  building 
sets, and books in our common areas call to our students as they move through the school. Our 
inside recess times find students choosing where they wish to spend their break time: quiet 
area, dance room, open great space for construction with large tiles, a carpeted multipurpose 
room for running and inventive play, a gym with a full stock of equipment, the large library with 
board games, and other options. There is a very good feel to our school and walking around is 
a joy as I take in the many learning spaces that are decorated and resourced for multiple uses. 
My students and I are free to leave our classroom and use any of these learning spaces, and we 
join with other classes to allow students to flow between classrooms where we set up learning 
activities to accommodate all skill levels.

Both students and teachers are supported in creative efforts. We have a lovely state of the art 
theater. When the students are working on a readers’ theater piece or dramatic play, we can use 
the theater, including lights, sound, and scenery. We are encouraged to offer extra movement 
breaks to our students and can use our multipurpose room when we can’t go out on the play-
ground. Our art teachers develop talent and appreciation in our students, and our music teach-
ers have the instruments, practice space, and technology to develop musical talent. Add to this 
our swimming pool, weight room, gyms, rock climbing wall, and equipment in our PE areas and 
we don’t usually have a hard time staying inside on those Winter days. Nearby is Bogd Khan Park 
where we take many field trips, enjoy staff hiking on the weekends, and beautiful walks in the 
Spring and Fall. So many contrasts, so much to experience, so much to enjoy. There is a reason 
we have teachers who stay here for many years - it’s such a full, thrilling teaching and living ex-
perience. Are you ready for this adventure? 

Stauna Mandic
PYP Teacher



CONTACT US

International School of Ulaanbaatar
Four Seasons Garden, 18th Khoroo, PO Box 36/10

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia-17032

Tel: +976-70160010; +976-70160020

administration@isumongolia.edu.mn
www.isumongolia.edu.mn

mailto:administration%40isumongolia.edu.mn?subject=
http://www.isumongolia.edu.mn

